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IMPORTANT NEIGHBORHOOD DATES
AUGUST 29, 2016 - LIVING STONES FIRST DAY
SEPTEMBER 6, 2016 - GRPS FIRST DAY OCTOBER 8, 2016 - VOTER REGISTRATION CUT OFF

SEPTEMBER 10, 2016 - EASTOWN STREET FAIR

2016 FHNA PICNIC
RECAP 
SAM WARBER

The 6th Annual Fulton Heights 
Picnic was a smashing success! 
The day held beautiful weather, 
yummy food, and great neighbors. 
The kids enjoyed balloon cre-
ations, a GRFD fire truck, a cool 
magic show, ice cream (actually 
the big kids enjoyed that too), and 
as always, the Bounce House. We 
had approximately 175 people 
there to enjoy the fun this year – 
our biggest crowd yet.

In order to put on such an event 
like this, we need many volun-
teers; unfortunately, we did not 
have nearly enough so the few we 
had were over-taxed. The Board 
made the decision that this 
would be the last picnic if we do 
not get more people signing up 
to volunteer before hand. If you 
are interested in being contacted to 
volunteer for future events, please 
contact me (Sam) at 540.9920 or 
swarber55@yahoo.com.

The FHNA Board would like to 
express our gratitude to Becky, the 
owner of the Cone Shoppe, for the 

donated ice cream. Please show 
your appreciation for her gen-
erosity by stopping by the Cone 
Shoppe on the corner of Michigan 
and Fuller.

Thanks also go out to Randy 
VanderWal (204-0302) for his 
fantastic magic show and Catlin 
Nell (666-5546) for the wonderful 
balloon creations. They are avail-
able for any parties or events you 
may have. And as always, we are 
grateful to the GRFD for bringing 
their truck and continuing to do 
the jobs they do in keeping us all 
safe. Living Stones Academy let 
us access their facilities, so a big 
thanks to them as well.

Emily and Brandon Urbon-Mieras 

and their kids, Jonathan Fennell, 
Kyle Roseman, and especially 
Ty VanWingen (Board) deserve a 
huge thank-you for their help with 
set-up or tear-down. Those tables 
are not light and it was a hot day! 
More hands would have made the 
job much easier on them (hint, hint 
to all you possible volunteers).

Our food table and registration 
gurus were Diane Velzen (Board), 
Suzanne Hakeem (Board), Tina 
McConnell, and Rachel Rose-
man (Board). Jill Goodell was 
kind enough to bring her grill and 
assisted my husband, Tim Haan, 
with the grilling.

Hope to see you all at next year’s 
picnic!
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BLOCK # STREET BLOCK CAPTAIN PHONE

4 - 165 Alten Tim Fournier 616-822-6613

213 - 354 Alten Mark & Sherry Gotshall 616-901-0133

15 - 142 Arthur Joel Swierenga 616-856-6359

37 - 133 Auburn Kevin Kelling 616-446-1882

13 - 165 Baynton Becky Zobl 231-557-6115

160 - 355 Baynton Fred Stella 616-454-5960

16 - 143 Benjamin Dustin Will & 
Jesscia Dawson

616-485-4379

40 - 400 Fuller OPEN

5 - 167 Holmdene Samantha Lee 231-343-5648

168 - 354 Holmdene OPEN

16 - 105 Lawndale OPEN

214 - 337 Lawndale Sam Warber 616-540-9920

13 - 163 Lowell OPEN

13 - 163 Mayfield OPEN

212 - 348 Mayfield OPEN

5 - 233 Plymouth Al Couch 616-454-3676

8 - 163 Wallinwood Doug Woodruff 616-454-4085

212 - 348 Wallinwood Elizabeth Jermstad 616-617-5368

Contact steve.rajkovich@comcast.net for corrections, or to become a block captain
NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCK CAPTAINS
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FULTON HEIGHTS 
NEIGHBORHOOD  

ASSOCIATION

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Fulton Heights 
Neighborhood Association is to 
promote friendship and cooperation 
among residents; to maintain and 
improve the property and physical 
appearance of the community; to 
assist local businesses to survive 
and prosper in the community; to 
have a role in civic matters affect-
ing our community; to develop 
awareness, a spirit of pride and in-
dividuality; to initiate neighborhood 
programs for solving problems, 
providing services, and promot-
ing social activities; to encourage 
the development of more localized 
groups such as block clubs to fol-
low the aforementioned purposes; 
and to receive and disburse mon-
ies, gifts, bequests and goods for 
community service for charity.

FHNA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Vacant, President
Suzanne Hakeem, Interim  
President (Vice President)
Rachel Roseman, Treasurer
Sam Warber, Secretary
Lauri Parks, Director
Ty VanWingen, Director
Diane Velzen, Director
Kayla Domeyer, Director
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Not every garden plot comes with 
blackberry bushes, but I think 
most of them contain a couple of 
tomato plants. By a couple I mean 
twenty. One plot may have forty.  
Next to the tomatoes you will 
frequently find a row of peppers, 
but sometimes the next row is 
beans.  Or zucchini.  Or corn.  I 
saw numerous heads of cabbage, 
but only on the larger plots. They 
seem to need a lot of room.  I know 
last year I spied some broccoli, but 
I don’t know what it looks like this 
early in the season.

One day in late July I was walking 
through the garden and met Jodi, 
who mentioned that this was 
her first summer gardening at 
Hillcrest.  She and her family had a 
plot at Perkins Community garden 
last summer.    We chatted while 
she weeded (a job she had sent her 
teenagers over to work on earlier), 
and she noticed all the beans they 
left behind as well.  I left Jodi to 

HILLCREST  
COMMUNITY  
GARDEN
DIANE VELZEN

Every spring I am amazed at the 
speed which Hillcrest Community 
Garden transforms itself from 
plowed and brown nothingness into 
a cultivated, colorful expanse of 
growing plants.   I enjoy ending my 
walks through the neighborhood 
with a tour of the garden; it’s a 
great cool-down when the pace of 
my walk has been brisk.  Walking 
through the garden is my favorite 
cheat for days when it’s too hot 
to want to walk at those healthier 
paces.  The slower pace gives me 
more time to admire, and become 
inspired, by the achievements of 
the garden’s current tenants.  

Slow is not the right word to 
describe my pace through the 
garden.  Stopped is more like it.  I 
walk into the garden, and forget to 
keep moving as I look intently at 
the plant I am trying to identify.   I 
think I saw some beautiful Swiss 
chard on the east side of the garden.  
I know I saw some dill hanging out 
near the tomatoes in a few plots, 
too. Saw quite a few blackberries 
almost ready for harvest towards 
the rear of the garden.  But don’t 
bother to go looking for them; 
they’ll be long gone by the time 
you read about them here.  

spend time with her garden in 
peace, something we both enjoyed 
about gardening.

Another thing I find truly amazing 
about the garden is how much time 
people spend tending their plants.  I 
never walk by and see it completely 
empty.  I haven’t managed to meet 
the folks with a table in the middle 
of their garden, and they are not 
the only ones with furniture in the 
garden.  Every other plot has a chair 
or two, and I’ve seen a few people 
pop in and out of their cars when 
they drive into the garden.  Back 
by the white shed there’s a quiet, 
shaded area with chairs surrounded 
by frog art.  The benches near the 
pollinator garden are my favorite 
spot to hang out with Tin man.

Special Thanks to Garden Volunteers 
DLB Concrete (for the use of heavy 
machinery) and Shay Arnold (for two 
days of clearing and cleaning).
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MAYFAIR CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Women of all ages:  You are invited 
to come hear speaker Robyn Dykstra 
at Mayfair Church on September 
13, 2016 at 9:30 am.  Robyn speaks 
around the country sharing her story 
of remarkable loss, brokenness, and 
God’s constant presence amidst the 
turmoil of her life.  A meal will be 
provided for all attendees.  Childcare 
is also available at no cost.

Men and women:  Are you available 
Tuesday mornings?  Consider joining 
us for coffee and Bible study from 
9:30-11:00 am.  Discover the Bible 
and what God is saying to you.  No 
previous Bible knowledge necessary.  
Childcare provided free of cost.  
Kick-off is at Mayfair Church 
September 13 at 9:30 am.

There have been a lot of changes 
going on at Mayfair Church.  Come 
check us out!  On Sunday, September 
25th, at 10:00 am we’ll host a special 
service to celebrate 60 years in Fulton 
Heights and launch our renewed 
commitment to the neighborhood.  
We’d love for you to join us!

Does your community organization have 
an announcement you’d like to share in the 
FHNA newsletter? Contact Lauri Parks at 
parkslauri@gmail.com

Fall Session Begins After Labor Day

Tuesday • Zumba 8:00pm
Thursday • Boot Camp 7:30pm
Sunday • Yoga 7:30pm

Drop-ins $3 or join for the season.
Season pass all 3 classes all 10 weeks only $60



LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT  

Fulton Heights resident Michele Venegas knows 
the joy music brings – she’s been having fun 
making music with families with young children 
for the last 20 years. She is the owner and primary 
teacher of Joyful Sounds Music Studio, locat-
ed at 959 Lake Dr., in the Balckport building in 
Easthills, where she’s been for the last 8 years. 
She taught Suzuki violin through GRCC’s Arts 
Outreach program for many years, but now solely 
teaches an early childhood music and movement 
program called Music Together®. 

Music Together is an internationally recognized 
music program for children from birth through age 
8—and the grownups who love them. Parents, pri-
mary caregivers, early childhood professionals—
everyone is involved in the educational process. 
First offered to the public in 1987, this researched 
based curriculum has always been pioneers in the 
field of early childhood music with truly innova-
tive, high-quality music education and outreach 
programs that redefine what musical means. 

At the core of the Music Together approach is the 
idea that young children learn best from the pow-
erful role models of parents/caregivers who are 
actively making music. The program brings fam-
ilies together by providing a fun and rich musical 

environment in the classroom and then facilitating 
family participation in spontaneous musical activ-
ity at home in daily life—which is so important to 
music development and early childhood learning. 
It’s based on the recognition that, in a supportive 
environment, children can learn to sing in tune, 
keep a beat, and confidently participate in the 
music of their culture. Music Together creates that 
environment! By emphasizing actual music-mak-
ing experiences, MT introduces children to the 
pleasures of producing music instead of passively 
consuming it from iTunes or TV. It’s a truly bond-
ing and enriching experience. 

Joyful Sounds’ 10-week fall session begins Sep-
tember 12. At the location on Lake Dr, they will 
have classes for babies only (0-8 months), mixed 
age family style classes (0-4 yrs), and new this 
fall an exciting new program called Rhythm Kids, 
which is a music, movement and drumming ages 
4-8. Joyful Sounds also holds a Generations class 
at Clark Retirement home. These powerful classes 
bring together Clark Home residents and families 
for a truly unique, powerful and beautiful experi-
ence. Michele also teaches a Music Together class 
at Living Stones Acedemy’s preschool program. 

If you want to see what the fun’s all about you can 
visit Joyful Sounds for a free trial class, or visit 
their website at www.kidsmusicGR.com
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DUMPSTER DAYS 2016 
RACHAEL ROSEMAN

Everyone’s favorite time of year 
has come and gone:  Fulton Heights 
Neighborhood Association’s 
annual Dumpster Days!  And, boy, 
was it a success.  We could not have 
asked for better weather or a better 
turnout from the neighborhood.  
Every year, FHNA hosts a 
neighborhood clean-up day where 
all FHNA members are invited to 
dump their household trash.  We 
collect everything from mattresses 
and old carpet to scrap metal.  

Neighbors from 122 houses in 
Fulton Heights came out on 
July 16th to fill seven full-sized 
dumpsters.  We also filled more 
than three trucks full of scrap metal 
to be recycled.  For the first time 
this year, Spoke Folks even came 
to pick up old bikes that would 
otherwise have been thrown away.  
Spoke Folks is a nonprofit in the 
area devoted to increasing bike 
ridership in West Michigan.  Spoke 
Folks is able to give new life to 
bikes that would otherwise have 
been tossed in the dumpsters. 

Thank you to everyone who came 
out to Dumpster Days. This event 
could not happen without our 
dedicated volunteers, including 
the Fulton Heights Neighborhood 
Association Board.  We’d 
especially like to thank  Haley 
Patrone who managed the logistics 

of planning the event, including 
organization of volunteers and 
coordination with Spoke Folks.  
Several others devoted their entire 
morning to helping unload trash 
from neighbors’ vehicles in the 
heat of the summer.  A special 
thank you to Kyle Roseman, Ken 
VanDyke, Dave Franklin, and 
Diane Velzen.  Without them, the 
efficient unloading process would 
not have been possible.  Dave 
Franklin and Jessica Waite were 
also gracious enough to load their 
vehicles up with scrap metal to 
be recycled.  Finally, thank you 
to Sam Warber who coordinated 

check-in and registration.

Events like Dumpster Days are 
made possible by each member of 
the Fulton Heights Neighborhood 
Association.  The dues we collect 
for annual membership enable our 
volunteer Board of Directors to 
host events like Dumpster Days and 
other community-building events 
throughout the year.  Without you, 
we could not continue to operate.  

Thank you for making this year a 
success, and we hope to see you all 
at Dumpster Days next year! 
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SEASONAL CITY 
ORDINANCES 
LAURI PARKS

FHNA would like to remind 
you of several enforceable City 
Ordinances related to autumn 
season, as well as a few best 
practices for neighborly behavior. 
In the interest of being good 
neighbors we ask that everyone be 
considerate and follow the rules.

FORECAST PREDICTS 
FALLING LEAVES  

 
 As you rake up the leaves, please 
keep in mind that city ordinance 
restricts the placing of leaves (and 
other yard waste) into the streets. 
This practice causes our sewer 
drains to back up and may cause 
flooding in our streets and homes. 
There are several options available 
to residents for the disposal of their 
yard waste including City issued 
yard waste bags and yard waste tags 
which are sold at fire stations, City 
Treasurer’s Office, supermarkets, 
and neighborhood stores. Tagged 
waste will be collected on the same 
day as city trash through Dec 9 
2016.

The City also has a yard waste cart 
program. Residents may purchase 
a 96 gallon yard waste cart for 
one time fee of $27.50 plus a per 
use cart tag. The yard waste will 
be collected on the same day that 

City trash is collected in your area. 
Neighbors may sign up for a cart 
by mail or in person at City Hall, 
300 Monroe Ave 1st Floor Lobby.
For questions about signing up for 
the Yard Waste Cart Program, call  
456-32-32. 

The City also has a yard waste drop 
off site located at 2001 Butterworth 
SW, open Mon - Sat during the 
hours of 9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. The 
program is open from early April 
through mid December. The 
facility is for yard waste only (no 
trash) and yard waste must be loose 
or in a paper bag. Plastic bags are 
not allowed. Resident will need to 
show a valid ID proving residency 
in the City of Grand Rapids.

 SNOW REMOVAL

 Before most of us care to 
admit it, the snow will be falling 
and collecting on our sidewalks. 
Although the majority of our 
residents are diligent about clearing 
their walks, we know of several 
homes that repeatedly ignore this 
duty.  

As a courtesy to your neighbors, 
postal carriers and school children, 
you are encouraged to abide by 
the city ordinance which states 
property owners are responsible 
for removing snow/ice from the 
sidewalks adjacent to their property 
within 24 hours of accumulation.  

Additionally all persons removing 
snow from private property shall 
not deposit and spread into the 
sidewalks, alleys or streets; obstruct 
fire hydrants or mailboxes; create 
any visual obstruction which would 
impair the safe use of sidewalks, 
alleys or streets

FIRE HYDRANT SAFETY

 Please take time to clear the 
area around the fire hydrants in 
your neighborhood to ensure that 
hydrants are accessible in the event 
of an emergency. 
 Additionally, please ensure that 
your house number is visible from 
the road.

ODD / EVEN PARKING

 Seasonal parking rules take 
effect on Nov. 1 to April 1. The 
rule is: No Parking on the even 
numbered side of the street on odd 
numbered days from1a.m. to 6 p.m. 
No Parking on the odd numbered 
side of the street on even numbered 
days from 1 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

From 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. the next 
day parking is permitted on both 
sides of the street unless there are 
signs restricting parking posted.  
If you have any questions please  
call 456-3000.
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WEST NILE 
VIRUS FOUND IN 
MOSQUITOES  
IN KENT COUNTY 
REPUBLISHED FROM GRCITY.US 
AUGUST 9 2016

West Nile Virus Found in 
Mosquitoes in Kent County

The Kent County Health Department 
(KCHD) Environmental Health 
division found the first positive 
specimens of West Nile virus this 
summer in the mosquito population. 
The infected mosquitoes were 
discovered in the 49504, 49506 
and 49507 zip codes. THESE ARE 
NOT HUMAN CASES - no human 
cases have been reported to KCHD 
as of today.

This year in June, KCHD started 
capturing and testing mosquitoes 
in ten traps strategically placed 

throughout the County. These 
devices called “Gravid traps” 
collect mosquitoes that are then 
tested for the virus. The surveillance 
is possible thanks to a grant from 
the Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services. Kent County 
has received the State grant three 
years in a row. This surveillance 
allows the County to alert residents 
to step up prevention measures.

“Finding West Nile virus in one 
zip code does not mean that it is 
confined to that area,” says Adam 
London, Administrative Health 
Officer with KCHD. “The virus 
will likely be present in other 
neighboring zip codes to some 
degree, and the risk remains until 
at least the first frost of the season. 
We want people to be aware that 
they can greatly reduce their 
own risks by taking some simple 
precautions.”

The City of Grand Rapids said that 
it is beginning aggressive treatment 
to reduce the possibility of a 
widespread West Nile outbreak. 
Today the City began treating 
identified areas with larvicide 
pellets into catch basins and areas 
of pooled still water.

Prevention is critical in the fight 
against West Nile, an illness that 
can be deadly in some people, 
especially those with weakened 
immune systems and the elderly. 
KCHD recommends wearing a 
mosquito repellent that contains 
10 – 35% DEET, wearing light 
colored clothing and staying 
indoors during dusk. You can help 
stop mosquitoes from breeding by 
removing any standing water in 
your yard and keeping lawns and 
shrubs cut. Following these tips 
can be helpful in fighting other 
mosquito-borne illnesses as well.



POKEMON GO AND 
FULTON HEIGHTS 
KAYLA DOMEYER

Have you heard of Pokémon 
GO? This is a new game for cell 
phones that has taken the world by 
storm. A long standing franchise, 
Pokémon consists of hundreds of 
fanciful creatures. In the past 30 
years there have been several video 
games, card games, and even mul-
tiple television shows about the 
make-believe world. 

In the new cell phone based game, 
players walk around and collect 
the Pokémon; but instead of play-
ing indoors on a stationary screen, 
players must walk around and 
search for these creatures outside. 
The game uses GPS and cell phone 
data technology to place creatures 
in high traffic areas. The more 
players explore their surroundings, 
the more creatures they will find.

Other facets of the new game 
are PokéStops and PokéGyms. 
PokéStops allow players to get in-
game bonuses and in-game sup-
plies. PokéStops are usually tied 
to interesting landmarks integrated 
from GPS and other public data. 
PokéGyms allow players from dif-
ferent teams compete with each 
other, earning points and increas-
ing their status in the game. These 
are usually community centers and 
public hubs.

What does all of this mean for 
Fulton Heights? Well, in addition 
to the increased foot traffic we’ve 
seen from those just exploring for 
Pokémon, our neighborhood is 
home to several PokéStops (The 
Mathias Alten House, Common 
Ground Church, The Salvation 
Army) and one PokeGym (The 
Hillcrest Community Garden). 
That means more people on their 
phones walking to and from these 
areas, or even hanging around to 
play.

Regardless of your stance on vid-
eo games or imaginary creatures, 
neighbors are encouraged to be 
kind to the new people we are 
bound to meet exploring our streets. 
Hillcrest Community Garden is a 
public space, and all are welcome 
to visit its scenery and benches. It 
is important to note, however, that 
trespassing after dark, littering and 
suspicious activity are not per-
mitted. Feel free to call the police 
non-emergency number to report 
these activities.
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Want Answers? View the puzzle solution at fultonheights.org!

ACROSS
4. There are currently two buildings with this title in 

Fulton Heights.
7. A world famous painter who owned a house in 

Fulton Heights.
8. “Temple _____Religious School”, one of several 

religious facilities in Fulton Heights.
9. Innes and Terrace Streets branch off to the _____ of 

Alten Ave.
10. A street, a state, and our northern border.
11. Fuller and Hillcrest are namesakes to two of these 

in Fulton Heights..
12. This organization holds a large compound in 

Fulton Heights on the corner of Fulton and Fuller.

DOWN
1. There’s no Sherlock on this boulevard.
2. “______ Garden” a mural based loosely on a space 

in Fulton Heights.
3. A street, an object and great on a hot day.
5. Filled with neighbors, plants, and plots.
6. A church in Fulton Heights, originally called 

”Dennis Avenue CRC”

FHNA CROSSWORD 
AUGUST 2016 

GOT AN IDEA FOR A GREAT CROSSWORD CLUE? SEND 
SUGGESTIONS TO FHNA@FULTONHEIGHTS.ORG.
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BECOME AN FHNA MEMBER TODAY!

Are you a member of the Fulton Heights 
Neighborhood association? We are always welcoming 
new neighbors into our ranks! Simply fill out the 
application below! Contact FHNA@fultonheights.org 
for more details.

BENEFITS OF YOUR FHNA MEMBERSHIP:

• Neighborhood Newsletters and special meeting 
fliers delivered to your door.

• Bi-annual Membership Meetings.

• Neighborhood Garage Sale with  
Advertisement Signs

• Access to our Beautiful 5 Acre Community Garden 
on Lyon St.

• Access to Dumpster Days

• Neighborhood Block Captains on every street- 
Safety First!

• A Website and Facebook page.

• Welcome Wagon packets for New Residents

• Summer Picnic filled with fun for all ages to enjoy!

• Neighborhood Signs to border and showcase the 
Fulton Heights Community
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MEMBERSHIP TYPE: 
Select One

OPTIONAL DONATION: 
All donations to FHNA are tax deductible.

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ . 

VOLUNTEERING AND INTERESTS 
Please let us know if you are interested in volunteering for FHNA, 
or if you’d like to be contacted with information about one of our 
programs.

 Family/Household $8
 Seniors/Singles/Students $5

 FHNA General Fund $  
 Hillcrest Gardens Enhancement project $
 FHNA Perimeter Street Sign project $

 Volunteer to Assist with Newsletter delivery
 Volunteer on the Annual Picnic Committee
 Volunteer with other FHNA projects
 Learn more about becomming a block captain
 Learn more about gardening at Hillcrest Gardens.

NAME 

STREET ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

Make Checks Payable to “FHNA”. Drop off or mail to 
324 Lawndale NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Neighborhood Association
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