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IMPORTANT NEIGHBORHOOD DATES
OCTOBER 31, 2016 - HALLOWEEN
NOVEMBER 6, 2016 - END DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME  NOVEMBER 14, 2016 - NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

NOVEMBER 8, 2016 - ELECTION DAY

2016 FALL  
NEIGHBORHOOD 
MEETING
SUZANNE HAKEEM

The Fulton Heights Neighborhood 
Association will hold its Annual 
Fall Membership Meeting  
including decadent desserts and 
coffee on Monday November 
14th,  2016 at Mayfair 
Church  located at 1736 Lyon St. 
NE. 

Please come and join your 
neighbors and friends for a fall 
evening meeting while enjoying 
delicious desserts and coffee, doors 
open at 6:30pm, the meeting will 
begin promptly at 7:00pm.

Our scheduled guest speakers are 
Benjamin Slaugh with Bethany 
Christian Services and Tracey 
Church from Turning Point 
Program at the Salvation Army.  

I hope you can make this Fall 
meeting, please mark your 
calendar and be ready for a 
great evening of information 
and opportunity!  Fresh New 
Businesses like D’Arts Donuts  
and Early Bird Coffee in 
Eastown, as well as our 

local food artisan from the 
Catering Company and 
The Cheese Lady will be  
Co-Sponsoring the meeting... and 
plan to  work hard to make this 
evening special!! (You won’t want 
to Miss it!)

Not yet a member of this great 
neighborhood community?? 
 
No worries, we will be happy to 
sign up new members at the door. 
Please fill out the form on the 

back of this newsletter and bring 
it with you. Remember, all monies 
collected for membership go 
towards hosting great events in the 
Spring and Fall, Picnics in the Park, 
Dumpster Day opportunities and of 
course having an outstanding
newsletter delivered to your door 
2-3x per year.



Neighborhood Association

FALL NEWSLETTER 2016

2

ARE YOU AN AUTHOR?
TY VAN WINGEN 

Calling all authors/writers/jour-
nalists!!! The FHNA newsletter 
needs you. There is an abundance
of talent and creativity in our 
neighborhood, and our newsletter 
should reflect that. Honestly,
there are only so many articles 
about city ordinances, picnics and 
pancakes one can digest.

So…. perhaps you love dogs? 
Can you submit an article on local 
rescue options? Found a great
new spot for lunch or dinner near-

FULTON HEIGHTS 
NEIGHBORHOOD  

ASSOCIATION

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Fulton Heights 
Neighborhood Association is to 
promote friendship and cooperation 
among residents; to maintain and 
improve the property and physical 
appearance of the community; to 
assist local businesses to survive 
and prosper in the community; to 
have a role in civic matters affect-
ing our community; to develop 
awareness, a spirit of pride and in-
dividuality; to initiate neighborhood 
programs for solving problems, 
providing services, and promot-
ing social activities; to encourage 
the development of more localized 
groups such as block clubs to fol-
low the aforementioned purposes; 
and to receive and disburse mon-
ies, gifts, bequests and goods for 
community service for charity.

FHNA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Vacant, President
Suzanne Hakeem, Interim  
President (Vice President)
Rachel Roseman, Treasurer
Sam Warber, Secretary
Lauri Parks, Director
Ty VanWingen, Director
Diane Velzen, Director
Kayla Domeyer, Director

by? Send us your review...we’re 
hungry too and want to
know! Bought a bike at the bike 
shop and now you’re ready for the 
Tour de France? How did
you do that?! 

Ok, you catch my drift...You can 
email your idea for an article to 
FHNA@fultonheights.org We 
would love to hear about it and 
potentially publish it in a future
edition!



Become
   a Member!
Fill out the FHNA 
membership form on  
page 11 to become an  
FHNA member. 
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FHNA MEMBERSHIP
SAM WARBER

Great news regarding membership 
within Fulton Heights Neighborhood 
Association!  In 2015, we had 163 
dues-paying members; however, as 
of September, we have surpassed 
that number with 175.  It is not as 
high as the record of 183 in 2010, but 
the year is not over yet so hopefully 
more will come in.

Dues go to support such activities 
as the newsletter, Annual Picnic, 
Dumpster Day, FHNA Garage 
Sales, Garden, and the three 
Membership Meetings throughout 
the year.  The Board of Directors  

is purely volunteer. 

Dumpster Day and the Annual 
Picnic are when we get the most 
dues, yet people can pay at any of 
the Membership Meetings or mail 
in the form that can be found in the 
newsletters.  The cost for a family is 
$8.00 or $5.00 for singles or seniors.  

Please remember that you can also 
support FHNA by volunteering for 
our events.  Email me at swarber55@
yahoo.com if you would like to 
be added to our list of possible 
volunteers.

Thank you to those loyal neighbors 
who have supported FHNA!

Search Fulton Heights  
on Facebook!

Visit us on fultonheights.org!
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TOP 10 HALLOWEEN
SAFTEY TIPS

Trick or Treating in the City of Grand 
Rapids is observed on October 31, even 
when the date falls on a Sunday.  Hours 
are generally from dusk until 8pm.

As you prepare to trick or treat and enjoy 
the Halloween holiday, here are a few 
reminders of ways to keep your family 
safe!

1. Only trick or treat at homes that have 
porch lights on!

2. Make sure your child is supervised 
by an adult while trick or treating.

3. Wrap up trick or treating before 8 
pm.

4. Carry a flashlight so bumps in the 
road and stairways won’t be a trip-
ping hazard.

5. Wear reflective clothing and wear 
costumes that don’t obstruct vision 
and don’t cause tripping.

6. Always check candy after trick  
or treating and throw away  
unwrapped items.

7. Look both ways before carefully 
crossing all streets.

8. Call local churches to find out about 
fun Halloween activities.

9. Call the police (456-3400) if you see 
suspicious activity on Halloween.

10. Have fun!!

Yoga:  Sunday, 7:30pm

Zumba:  Tuesday, 8:00pm

Boot Camp:  Thursday, 7:30pm
$3 for drop-in (pay ahead is welcome too)
OR:  $60 for 10 weeks (one class free per week)

Pilates:  Wednesday, 9:30am, 9/7–11/6 
$20 for 10-week session $3 for drop-in



LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT  

It’s that time of year again: football games, jack-
ets, and the Aquinas Art Gallery! Aquinas hosts 
6 gallery exhibitions each school year of local, 
national, and international artwork. It is a great 
place to take friends and family for a free art show 
that will leave you inspired for weeks to come. Of 
the 6 shows this school year, the gallery kicked off 
with the artwork from Danielle Wyckoff, who is an 
Assistant Professor at Kendall College of Art and 
Design. The show ended on October 1st, though 
the next show will start soon! 

Jay Hall Carpenter, who sculpted the new St. 
Thomas Aquinas statue that is on display on 
campus, will be opening his show on October 9th 
until November 11th. This show will consist of 
sculptures, hanging sculptures, and paintings. This 
show will be closed for Aquinas’ Fall Break from 
October 15-23. This show will be amazing, and is 
significant to the Aquinas community because of 
the new sculpture that is visible from Fulton Street 
next to the Sturrus building. 

The Aquinas New Forms Class Exhibit is the 
next gallery to come, opening on November 28th 
through December 16th. This show is a collabo-
ration of the skills of Aquinas student talent in all 
different forms. 

On January 15th, the Aquinas Art Department Fac-
ulty Exhibit will open to display the brilliant work 
of the fine instructors of art at Aquinas College. 
The opening reception will be held in the Art and 
Music Center on January 15 from 2-4pm. Come 
check this show out to see what the art department 
at Aquinas is all about. 

Following the Faculty Exhibit is the 2017 Student 
Show, which opens on February 19th. This show 
will show what the art students have learned in 
their time at Aquinas, as all of the artwork is some-
thing the students made for a class. This show has 
a plethora of mediums and styles, and will definite-
ly be entertaining. 

The final show for this school year is the B.F.A. 
Student Show, which will open April 2nd. This 
show displays the skills of the students pursuing a 
Bachelor’s of Fine Arts at Aquinas. 

The gallery is one of many beautiful places on the 
Aquinas campus. It is free to the public, and is a 
great place to share with friends. The gallery hours 
are: Monday-Thursday 10am-7pm, Friday 10am-
4:30pm, and Saturday and Sunday from 2-6pm. 
Come enjoy the inspiring exhibits Aquinas has to 
offer, you won’t be disappointed. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD 
HAWKS 
DIANE VELZEN

A member of our Fulton Heights 
Neighborhood Association 
(FHNA) Facebook group recently 
posted video of an eagle sighting, 
but others in the community were 
fairly sure the birds were hawks.  
In the years before Facebook, I 
had a similar conversation with 
the state Audubon Society.  Why 
did we think eagle first?  A little bit 
of wishful thinking, enhanced by 
the possibility the eagles from the 
Rockford area had come to visit, or 
was it just size?  The sighted birds 
were likely hawks, but Hillcrest 
park is not out of range for the local 
eagles to be seen giving a fly by.

Predatory birds show-off an 
impressive wingspan while riding 
thermal drafts, but width is hard to 
judge from our place on the ground. 
The wingspan of a Cooper’s hawk 
is about 2 ½ feet, and the span of 
a red-tail hawk’s wings can reach 
up to four. Witnessing a hawk’s 
glide path down the middle of 
Benjamin one summer, I was given 
much better perspective than I had 
ever had before.  The wing spread 
seemed to fill the street from side 
to side (parked car to parked car).  
The red-tail, however, left my street 
without the prey which brought her 
so close to the ground. 

The color of a Cooper’s hawk is 
grey, with a bluish cast, and the red-
tail’s coloring is more brown.  The 
tail of the Cooper’s exhibits dark 
banding.  The red-tail has a dark 
band on the belly.  However, both 
breeds exhibit many variations in 
coloring causing them to resemble 
one another.  Coloring was the basis 
for my contacting the Audubon 
website – I was sure it was a golden 
eagle in my backyard.  It was huge, 
and much prettier than the mottled 
brown hawk depicted in my Birds 
of Michigan Field Guide.

Size of the hawks is a tough way 
to tell them apart.  From the tip of 
their beak to the tip of their tail, a 
Cooper’s hawk can be as large as 
twenty inches.  Red-tails can range 
from 19 to 25 inches.   In other 
words, a mature female of one 
breed and a young female of the 
other could be the same size.  

Both species of hawk remain in 
the area through winter.  Both hunt 
other birds and small mammals.  
Both roost on top of light posts and 
trees, but if it’s (continued P7...)
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(...continued from p6) sitting on top 
of your neighbor’s garage, it might 
be a Cooper’s hawk.  Especially 
if there is a bird feeder in your 
backyard.  Then again, bird feeders 
are visited by small mammals, 
too.  Making it equally possible 
the hawk on the garage is a red-
tail.  They don’t shoo away easily, 
either!  Removing the feeder for 
a few days is recommended to 
discourage recurring visits by the 
predators.  During winter, I modify 
this plan by taking my feeder out 
near dusk, and removing it in the 
morning.  

I am constantly awed by the 
variety of wildlife we share our 
neighborhood with.  On two 
separate occasions I’ve seen a 
turkey strolling down Benjamin, 
and once came across a flock of 
them near Highland Park.  Much 
easier to determine what they are 
with a quick glance than the hawks.  
Eagles, if you were wondering, 
have a wingspan of five to seven 
feet. 
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NEW RECREATIONAL 
FIRE ORDINANCE  
IN GR 
LAURI PARKS

In August the Grand Rapids City 
Commission voted to adopt a two-
year pilot ordinance. The new 
“Open-Burning” ordinance allows 
recreational fires within the City of 
Grand Rapids – by permit ONLY.  
Major provisions of the ordinance 
include:

• Residents who wish to use 
recreational fires will be required 
to obtain a permit from the City’s 
Development Center (1120 
Monroe Ave NW), or at  
http://bit.ly/BurnPermGR .

• A first-year permit, initial fee 
is $50 per application. Renewal 
permits are $10 per application.

• Permits will not be granted 
if any neighbor (renter or owner) 
within two houses of the applicant 
indicates their disapproval of the 
permit. This procedure is much 
like the permitting process for 
keeping chickens in backyards.

• Permits will only be granted 
to residents of one- and two-
family dwellings (for two-family 
dwellings, permission must be 
obtained by the owner of the 
property, which is again similar to 

the backyard chicken process).
• Permits will only be 
considered for properties with a 
minimum lot size of 5,000 square 
feet.

• Only dry, seasoned firewood 
can be burned in an approved 
container at least 20 feet from 
any structure, lot line, fence, 
or combustible material. No 
recreational fires will be allowed 
on combustible patios. No fire pits 
on the ground are permitted.

• The fire container (chiminea, 
outdoor portable fire pit, or other 
approved free-standing container) 
shall be covered by a screen or 
other spark cover, and must be 
attended by an adult 18 years or 
older at all times.

• Fires will be permitted from 
7 a.m. to 10 p.m. At the end of 
the permitted time, fires must be 
extinguished. (They are allowed 
to smolder until fire is out.)

• A garden hose, fire 
extinguisher, or other means of 
extinguishment must be available 

for immediate use.
• No fires will be allowed on 
high fire risk days, on Ozone 
Action Days, or on any day 
designated as unsafe by the Fire 
Chief.

• The burning of yard waste, 
leaves, trash, refuse, building 
materials, or other materials is 
expressly prohibited.

• The penalties for violating 
the “open burning” ordinance 
will be civil infractions, leading 
up to the issuance of a criminal 
misdemeanor complaint.

• To determine if a neighbor 
has a Recreational Fire Permit 
you can search online for specific 
properties or you may contact 
the City’s Development Center at 
616-456-4100.

To file a complaint regarding 
recreational fires contact the Fire 
Department at 616-456-3900.



special relationship may continue 
for years to come - thank you 
Mayfair Community!

Thank you board members for 
your patience and ability to stand 
together through thick and thin 
times.  I am grateful to the City 
leaders who work hard to uphold 
ordinances to keep our city thriving, 
and to our dedicated Committee 
Leaders in the neighborhood, 
(Garden Coordinator, Sign 
Distributers, Dumpster Day 
and Welcome Wagon Queens, 
Newsletter Distribution and Picnic 
Party Person, and now our New 
Neighborhood Watch Coordinator 
Sue Hartman), all who have  
stood up to the challenge to help 
with the various responsibilities 
that allow this community to stand 
above the rest!

And the main reason I have enjoyed 
living in this community for over 23 
years, I am grateful for my caring 
neighbors who never cease to 
amaze me!! Happy 100th birthday 
Delores!

Suzanne Hakeem
FHNA Vice President and 
Interim President

I highly recommend anyone out 
there who may have a strong 
desire to build community 
relationships, reach out to local 
and neighboring businesses as 
well as getting your feet wet with 
communication between the City 
and Police Department with the 
Fulton Heights Neighborhood...
then this volunteer position is for 
you!   Flexibility and a good sense 
of humor are also important assets 
to have, I recommend both!

The importance of maintaining a 
strong neighborhood board is key 
to the long history and forefathers 
that worked hard to have our  
voice heard in this neighborhood in 
the City. 

The appreciation and support 
of Mayfair Church to our 
neighborhood Board and 
activities over the years has been 
unsurpassable. My hope is that this 

ALL GOOD THINGS 
MUST COME TO  
AN END... 

An old English proverb dating 
back to the 1370’s, holds true 
today in the stepping down as Vice 
President and Interim President 
for the FHNA  as of the end of our 
November Meeting this Fall. My 
term expires this year and I must 
say, it has seemed to blink by over 
the years.
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Want Answers? View the puzzle solution at fultonheights.org!

WORD LIST:

ALTEN
ASSOCIATION
AUBURN
AUTUMN
BAYNTON
BENJAMIN
COMMUNITY
EAST
FALL
FOUNTAIN
FULLER
FULTON
GARDEN
HALLOWEEN
HILLCREST
HOLMDENE
INNES
LAWNDALE
LOWELL
LYON
MAYFIELD
MICHIGAN
NEIGHBORHOOD
NORTH
PARK
PLYMOUTH
SOUTH
TERRACE
WALLINWOOD
WEST

FHNA WORD SEARCH OCTOBER 2016 

GOT AN IDEA FOR A GREAT CROSSWORD CLUE? HOW ABOUT A GREAT WORD SEARCH WORD? 
SEND SUGGESTIONS TO FHNA@FULTONHEIGHTS.ORG.
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BECOME AN FHNA MEMBER TODAY!

Are you a member of the Fulton Heights 
Neighborhood association? We are always welcoming 
new neighbors into our ranks! Simply fill out the 
application below! Contact FHNA@fultonheights.org 
for more details.

BENEFITS OF YOUR FHNA MEMBERSHIP:

• Neighborhood Newsletters and special meeting 
fliers delivered to your door.

• Bi-annual Membership Meetings.

• Neighborhood Garage Sale with  
Advertisement Signs.

• Access to our Beautiful 5 Acre Community Garden 
on Lyon Street.

• Access to Dumpster Days.

• Neighborhood Block Captains on every street- 
Safety First!

• A Website and Facebook page.

• Welcome Wagon packets for New Residents.

• Summer Picnic filled with fun for all ages to enjoy!

• Neighborhood Signs to border and showcase the 
Fulton Heights Community.
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MEMBERSHIP TYPE: 
Select One

OPTIONAL DONATION: 
All donations to FHNA are tax deductible.

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ . 

VOLUNTEERING AND INTERESTS 
Please let us know if you are interested in volunteering for FHNA, 
or if you’d like to be contacted with information about one of our 
programs.

 Family/Household $8
 Seniors/Singles/Students $5

 FHNA General Fund $  
 Hillcrest Gardens Enhancement project $
 FHNA Perimeter Street Sign project $

 Volunteer to Assist with Newsletter delivery
 Volunteer on the Annual Picnic Committee
 Volunteer with other FHNA projects
 Learn more about becomming a block captain
 Learn more about gardening at Hillcrest Gardens.

NAME 

STREET ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

Make Checks Payable to “FHNA”. Drop off or mail to 
324 Lawndale NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Neighborhood Association
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