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ARTICLE I: Name and Boundaries 

Section 1: This organization shall be known as the Fulton Heights Neighborhood Association 
(hereinafter referred to as the FHNA). 

Section 2: The boundaries shall be the area defined by Fulton Street on the south, Fuller 
Avenue on the west, Michigan Street on the north and Plymouth Avenue on the east. 

 

ARTICLE II: Purpose 

Section 1: The FHNA may do any and all moral and lawful acts in furtherance of the following 
purposes: 

1.​ To promote friendship and cooperation among the residents. 
2.​ To maintain and improve property and the physical appearance of the community. 
3.​ To assist local businesses to survive and prosper in the community. 
4.​ To have a role in civic matters affecting our community. 
5.​ To develop awareness, a spirit of pride and individual responsibility to the community. 
6.​ To initiate neighborhood programs for solving problems, providing services, and 

promoting social activities. 
7.​ To encourage the development of more localized groups, such as block clubs, to follow 

the aforementioned purposes. 
8.​ To receive and disburse monies, gifts, bequests and goods for community service and 

for charity. 

Section 2: The FHNA is organized, and will be operated for charitable, and educational 
purposes; and for such other purposes as defined by Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954, as amended. 

 

ARTICLE III: Membership 

Section 1: Resident Membership. Resident membership of the FHNA shall be open to all 
residents, 18 years of age or older, within the stated boundaries. Resident members may attend 
and vote at all Membership Meetings and are eligible to serve on the Board of Directors. 

Section 2: The Board of Directors is authorized to set the levels and require the payment of 
annual membership dues as a condition of membership. 

Section 3: The membership year shall run from January 1 to December 31 to match the 
calendar year. 



Section 4: Members must be present at Membership Meetings to vote. 

 

ARTICLE IV: Board of Directors 

Section 1: The Board of Directors shall consist of between seven and nine resident FHNA 
members elected by the Membership at the first Membership Meeting of the calendar year. 

Section 2: Directors shall be elected to serve four-year terms on the Board.  A Director may be 
reelected to serve on the Board. 

Section 3: The Board of Directors can appoint an eligible member to fill a vacancy on the Board 
of Directors, on an interim basis, up to the time of the next Membership Meeting. At that meeting 
a special election will be held to permanently fill an unexpired term. A term which expires at the 
time of that Membership Meeting will be filled in the usual manner. 

Section 4: Meetings of the Board will be called by the President. A Majority of the Directors 
serving may also call a meeting of the Board. The Board shall meet at least six times each year. 

Section 5: A quorum for meetings of the Board shall consist of a majority of the Directors 
currently serving. 

Section 6: A Director may be removed from the Board, by a vote of five Directors, at a Board 
meeting called for that purpose. A minimum of at least five days notice must be given that such 
a meeting will be held. 

Section 7: Directors are expected to attend at least two of the first three meetings of the Board 
during their term, and two-thirds of meetings held during each calendar year. Failure to reach 
these thresholds shall allow for a Director’s removal from the Board by a simple majority vote of 
Directors at any meeting of the Board. 

 

ARTICLE V: Officers 

Section 1: The officers of the FHNA shall be President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Section 2: The President shall preside at all Board and Membership Meetings of the FHNA, 
appoint committees with the approval of the Board of Directors, submit reports at meetings, and 
serve as an ex-officio member of all committees. 

Section 3: The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President in his or her absence. In 
the event of tie votes during Board Meetings, the Vice President shall have the tie-breaker vote. 

Section 4: The Secretary shall record the minutes of official meetings, conduct correspondence, 
and maintain the official records of the organization. 

Section 5: The Treasurer shall receive, deposit, and account for all monies of the organization, 
and disburse funds as authorized. 



Section 6: Officers shall be elected by the Board of Directors, to two-year terms, at their first 
meeting following the first Membership Meeting of the calendar year. Only members of the 
Board of Directors will be eligible to hold office. 

Section 7: A vacancy in any office may be filled by a vote of the Board of Directors. 

 

ARTICLE VI: Membership Meetings 

Section 1: There shall be at least two Membership Meetings each year. Meeting notices shall be 
distributed at least seven days prior to the meeting. 

Section 2: Annual reports on the finances and activities of the organization will be given, and 
election of members on the Board of Directors will be conducted at the Membership Meetings. 

 

ARTICLE VII: Committees 

Section 1: Committees may be established, as needed by the Board of Directors. 

Section 2: Committees must fulfill the following requirements in order to continue operating: 

1.​ Meet at least once per quarter. 
2.​ Submit all meeting minutes to the Board Secretary in a manner defined by the Secretary. 
3.​ Submit an annual budget to the Board Treasurer in a manner defined by the Treasurer. 
4.​ Provide the Board with a list of current committee members and a proposed meeting 

schedule at least once per calendar year.  

Section 3: Committees formed temporarily and for specific tasks (“ad-hoc” committees) must 
provide a purpose statement and an estimated timeline to completion before they are formed, in 
addition to the requirements outlined in Section 2. 

Section 4: The Board of Directors must appoint a Director to serve as a liaison to each 
committee. Liaisons must regularly attend committee meetings to facilitate communication 
between the committee and the Board. 

 

ARTICLE VIII: Finance 

Section 1: All disbursements shall be made by check. The Board of Directors shall designate 
those who are authorized to sign checks. 

Section 2: The fiscal year of the organization shall be from April 1 to March 31. 

Section 3: Expenditure in excess of $100 requires the prior approval of the Board of Directors. 

Section 4: Any requests for financial support which require a fiduciary contract and/or reporting 
requirements, e.g., a grant proposal, submitted on behalf of FHNA or involving FHNA property 
will require approval of the Board of Directors prior to submission. 



Section 5: Such requests as outlined in Section 4 must be submitted by a Director or Committee 
Chair. 

 

 ARTICLE IX: Amendments 

Section 1: Any resident member of FHNA may propose amendments to the bylaws at any 
meeting of the Board. 

Section 2: Bylaw amendment proposals must include the current text of the Section(s), the 
proposed language changes, and the text of the Section(s) if the amendment is adopted. 

Section 3: At least one week prior to the next Membership Meeting following a bylaw 
amendment proposal to the Board, the Board must publicly post that bylaw amendment 
proposal on all FHNA digital platforms (including, but not limited to, websites and social media 
pages). 

Section 4: If the FHNA publishes a physical or digital newsletter of any kind prior to the next 
Membership Meeting following a bylaw amendment proposal to the Board, that bylaw 
amendment proposal must be included in that newsletter. 

Section 5: A bylaw amendment proposal may be voted on at a Membership Meeting if and only 
if Sections 1-4 of this Article have been satisfied. 

Section 6: A bylaw amendment proposal may be adopted with a two-thirds majority vote of the 
resident members at a Membership Meeting. 

 

ARTICLE X: Rules of Order 

Section 1: “Robert’s Rules of Order” shall be the parliamentary authority for all matters of 
procedure unless specified otherwise by these by-laws of statute. 

Section 2: The Board of Directors may vote on issues via email or other electronic means 
provided that the then-serving Board of Directors has agreed to vote via this method. The Board 
of Directors may, in its discretion, set rules and procedures for voting via email or other 
electronic means. 

  

ARTICLE XI: Open Meetings 

Section 1: All meetings of the FHNA will be open to any member. An opportunity for members’ 
comments will be provided as part of each meeting agenda. 

 

ARTICLE XII: Limited Liability 



Section 1: A director of FHNA shall not have any personal liability to FHNA or its members for 
monetary damages for breach of his or her fiduciary duty as director, except that this provision 
shall not eliminate or limit the personal liability of a director for any of the following: 

1.​ any breach of the director’s duty of loyalty to FHNA or its members; 
2.​ acts or omissions not in good faith or which involve intentional misconduct or knowing 

violation of the law; 
3.​ a violation of Section 551(1) of the Michigan Business Corporation Act (imposing liability 

upon directors for certain corporate actions such as unlawful dividends, distributions, 
loans or purchases of shares); 

4.​ a transaction from which the director derived an improper personal benefit; 
5.​ an act or omission occurring before the effective date of this provision; or 
6.​ an act of omission that is grossly negligent. 

If the Michigan Business Corporation Act is hereafter amended to further limit the liability of 
directors, then such liability shall be limited to the fullest extent permitted under the Michigan 
Business Corporation Act. 

  

ARTICLE XIII: Assumed Liability 

Section 1: FHNA hereby assumes all liability to any person other than FHNA or its members for 
all acts or omissions of a volunteer director occurring on or after January 1, 1988 incurred in the 
good faith performance of the volunteer director’s duties. 

Section 2: FHNA hereby assumes all liability for all acts or omissions of a non-director volunteer 
occurring on or after the effective date of this provision if all of the following are met: 

1.​ the volunteer was acting or reasonably believed he or she was acting within the scope of 
his or her authority; 

2.​ the volunteer was acting in good faith; 
3.​ the volunteer’s conduct did not amount the gross negligence or willful and wanton 

misconduct; 
4.​ the volunteer’s conduct was not an intentional tort; and 
5.​ the volunteer’s conduct was not a tort arising out of ownership, maintenance or use of a 

motor vehicle for which tort liability may be imposed as provided in MCLA 500.3135 

 

ARTICLE XIV: Dissolution 

Section 1: In the event of dissolution, all assets, real and personal shall be distributed to such 
personnel as are qualified as tax-exempt under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1954 as amended. 

Section 2: The Board of Directors shall authorize all such disbursements of assets at the last 
Board Meeting. 


